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Jews love to play Jewish Geography. We have 
always looked with pride at famous people 
who have any connection whatsoever to 
Judaism.
       
This was particularly true in the past century. 
When many of us were growing up, the 
Jews of America were restricted to certain 
neighborhoods and certain jobs and faced 
discrimination in many areas. A Jew, who was 
famous in the outside world, was especially 
famous in the Jewish world. It did not really 
matter whether they saw themselves as Jewish; 
they were icons for the other Jews in America.
       
For the baseball enthusiasts among the most 
famous were Hank Greenberg and Sandy 
Koufax. In a time when Jews were seen to be 
athletically inferior, both Hank Greenberg 
and Sandy Koufax symbolized that Jews could 
be athletes. Jews could succeed at sports. The 
fact that Hank and Sandy were only nominally 
Jewish and were pressured into going to the 
synagogue on Yom Kippur did not matter. 

They were Jewish baseball stars, which was all 
that mattered to the Jewish community.

The same was true about the big movie and 
radio stars. It did not matter that Jack Benny 
broadcast an annual Christmas show; he was 
a Jew that had succeeded. Whether it was Moe 
Berg, or George Burns or the Warner brothers, 
Jews took pride in the success of their compa-
triots, even if those people maintained little or 
no ties to their Judaism.
 
Hearing the great Cantor Yossele Rosenblatt 
singing a Yiddish art song and Al Jolson sing-
ing Kol Nidre during the first talking picture: 
The Jazz Singer in 1927 was a distinct moment 
of pride for many Jews.
       
Another one of those Jewish stars was Kirk 
Douglas. The son of poor immigrant Jews 
from Russia grew up in Amsterdam, NY, Kirk 
found his fortune on the stage and screen. 
He did celebrate his becoming a Bar Mitz-
vah. He never married a Jewish woman. He 
never raised his children as Jews. He was a 
major star in the 50’s and 60’s. His children 
are successes in the movie business. Yet, as he 
got older, Kirk Douglas discovered something 
was missing in his life. He had success. He had 
fame. He had financial security. Yet he was 
missing something.

The something Kirk Douglas discovered he 
had missed was his Judaism. He realized that 
in his search for success, he had left behind a 
part of himself – the Jewish part. At the age of 
80, already a great-grandfather, Kirk Doug-
las began his Jewish studies. He celebrated 
becoming Bar Mitzvah in his 80’s. 
 

In 2003 he produced and starred in a semi-au-
tobiographical movie titled, “It Runs in the 
Family”, which included family struggles 
at the Passover Seder table. And, following 
that, Kirk Douglas authored an op ed piece 
in Newsweek, in which he described one of 
the most important Jewish lessons of all, “you 
can’t know how to live, until you know how 
to give.”
       
In this piece, Kirk Douglas lists various chari-
table programs in which he and his wife have 
been involved. He and his wife funded 400 
safe playgrounds in Los Angeles. They opened 
a Center for Homeless Women. They fund the 
Kirk Douglas High School which brings drop-
outs back to school. They established a theater 
for young talent. Douglas then explains why 
he listed these achievements in this op-ed 
piece.

He says, “I don’t list my projects to declare 
what a good guy I am. In fact, I am a very 
selfish guy, because helping others has its 
rewards. It makes you feel good.”
       
Kirk Douglas is a living example of the mes-
sage of Yom Kippur. That message is – it is 
never too late to return to God and Judaism.

At its core, Yom Kippur is not about the fast-
ing and the prayers. Yom Kippur is not about 
the standing and the chest pounding. 

Yom Kippur is about teshuvah. We translate 
it as repentance, but its root meaning is to 
return. Yom Kippur is about returning to 
the morality, the rituals, the spirituality, and 
the honorable deeds of Judaism. The fasting, 
prayers and chest pounding are not the goals 
of the day; they are the tools that help us 
return. 
       
Kirk Douglas shows that you are never too 
old to rediscover your Judaism. You are never 
too old to study again. You are never too old 
to start participating again. You are never too 
old to start giving of yourself and       your 
prosperity to help others. 

There is always time to put Judaism back into 
your life. 
In a moment, we will turn to our Yizkor 
prayers. We will remember our loved ones 
– mothers and fathers, sisters and brothers, 
spouses and, sometimes even children. As 
we remember them, their lives can serve as 
additional tools to help us return.
       
Each of us has our own memories and lessons. 
My father when he was boarding a train to 
leave New York for his new job and the un-
known in Albany, NY, (yenemsvelt), anything 
outside of the Jewish world of New York 
city was considered by my grandmother as 

Yenemsvelt-another outside world. of Albany, 
his mother told him, “Well, that going to be 
it for you and Judaism, if you go to Albany, 
you’ll forget about being Jewish.” 

Not only was my grandmother wrong, but 
he met and married my mother, he taught 
swimming at the JCC and for 35+ years taught 
at religious school, and we always belonged 
to a synagogue because he believed it a Jew’s 
responsibility as a member of the Jewish 
community. We would say Kiddush and light 
candles on Friday night. Being Jewish was a 
value that was given to his 4 children. 

My father was never a donor who got his 
name on walls, yet he would teach those 
youngsters, many who were mentally and 
physically handicapped, how to swim or how 
to read Hebrew; He would say, “Give me the 
students that nobody else wanted to teach!” 
Yizkor reminds me of those lessons and more.
       
As our parents were dedicated to their 
synagogues, their memory reminds us that 
it is never too late to support our synagogue. 
As our parents were dedicated to learning 
and striving, their memory reminds us that 
it is never too late to study and grow. As our 
parents were dedicated to helping      others, 
caring for family, lighting Shabbat candles and 
so much more, their memory reminds us that 
it is never too late to restore those traditions 
to our lives.

Today, we live in a more open, more accepting 
American society. Twenty-one years ago, a 
Jewish American was the Democratic nomi-
nee for Vice President. And most recently we 
have had Jewish members of families connect-
ed with the leadership of our country. Today, 
we do not look askance as those who are not 
white seek to become nominees for President.

Unlike the Jewish stars of the past, we do not 
have to hide our Judaism. We can walk proud-
ly as practicing Jews, and still be accepted 
successes in America.
       
As he turned into his 80’s, Kirk Douglas 
realized he was missing his relationship to his 
People, his Judaism and his God. And so, he 
returned.
       
 We do not have to hide. And we do not have 
to wait. Although we may think it is too late, 
it is never too late. Let our prayers and efforts 
together, inspire each of us and all of us, to 
turn back and return, to the faith and rituals 
that can give new and stronger meaning and 
spirituality to our lives and to our children 
and to our families.

Let us say, “Amen!”

n Message from Rabbi Alan



We hope all of our Temple Beth Torah family enjoyed a happy and healthy new year.  

This is the first issue of The Star that we, as co-presidents, will have the opportunity 
to communicate with the congregation.  It’s an honor for both of us to be able to take 
the next step with TBT.  We will need your support and the support of the Board of 
Trustees after the wonderful years of wisdom and dedication that Sallyanne Scott 
and Kathi Mag have championed.  It is your voice that we want to hear in all matters 
TBT.  So, let’s start this new chapter.

We would be remiss if we didn’t recognize those who have passed over this last year, 
and have left a legacy of commitment and joy to TBT – Ralph Horowitz and Barry 
Schlein.  It was their genuine acceptance and friendship that meant so much to us, 
and will hopefully spill over to one of you or the new shul goer who walks through 
those enormous – and heavy – front doors.

As was expressed during our holiday remarks, there are many small tasks that re-
quire volunteers to take them on.  These include:  trimming the weeds that overgrow 
each year, checking on bathroom facilities and supplies and restocking, helping to 
build/decorate the Sukkah, setting up the outdoor Hannukah menorah, chairing an 
event or being a member of a subcommittee, etc.  These are just a sampling of the 
tasks that our ‘aging’ contributors have been doing.  It won’t take much - just a help-
ing hand.

And certainly, there are always the financial needs.  Please find a way to offer assis-
tance by any means possible.  Just let either one of us know your interests.

It was inspiring to hear Rabbi Alan’s High Holiday melodies and to take in his Torah 
interpretations.  We also fondly recall the many years of stimulating and passionate 
religious leadership of Rabbi Seth.  

We will continue to do our very best to offer experiences that are meaningful, safe, 
enjoyable, and that feel inclusive to all.

In the spirit of the season and these crazy times, we wish you health, happiness and 
good fortune.

Debra Hammer and David Forrest

n  Message from the Co-Presidents



L’Shana tova Tikateva, A Happy Healthy New Year 
Rabbi Alan and Jody Lefkowitz 
Micki and Dennis Bellamy
Cecil and Barry Bronfin and Family
Alice Burstein and Family
Barbara Checknoff 
Mara Dresner
Carol Ann Gershenson
Judy and Marty Gold, Lee, Monica, 
       Jack and Adam Gold: Deb, Aaron, Ryan and Zac Jainchill

Lynn Kaplan-Goldberg and Barry Goldberg, 
       Michelle and Bill Cyr, Brett, Elizabeth, Evan, Wesley 
        and Lee Gottheimer, Jillian and Michael Lopez

Deb and Joe Hammer, Sam and Lily
Maureen Horowitz, Hannah Horowitz, Cristi and Diana Proistosescu 
Steve Leon
Geraldeen and Phil Lohman
Kathi and Eliot Mag and Family
Ellen Sue Moses and Mark Gould
Rita and Harold Nevins
Susan, Jonathan and Kayla Reuben
Rabbi Seth Riemer
Helene Rosenblatt
Sallyanne and Barry Scott, Todd, Tenley and Aaron
Albert and Evelyn Soforenko and Family, 
      David, Cheryl, Deb, Randy and Sara

May the sweet spirit 
of the season 

fill your heart and home 
as you celebrate 

the high holy days.

L’Shana Tovah
from 

the Temple Beth 
Torah Family
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Thanks
 

Temple Beth Torah 
would like to acknowledge and 

offer our sincere thanks to 
Sarah Michaels 

for her continued and very 
generous donations to maintain 

our Memorial Park. 

Sarah is the daughter of 
Stan and Rose Revzon 

both who are interred at the 
TBT Memorial Park

Barry Goldberg



Tashlich at Wethersfield Cove
Photographs by Susan Mathews



n  Debbie Cohen sent us 
                a vintage TBT Sisterhood Cookbook 









Check out the names of the founding members!











n  Donations
IN MEMORY OF BARRY SCHLEIN
- Marty & Judy Gold
- Bradley & Kathy Hoffman
- Eliot & Kathi Mag
- Harold & Rita Nevins
- Anna M. Rich
- Mira Schlein
- Barry and Sallyanne Scott

IN MEMORY OF MENDAL SZLAMOWICZ,
       BROTHER IN LAW OF RABBI ALAN
- Eliot & Kathi Mag

IN MEMORY OF STUART BECKERMAN
- Eliot & Kathi Mag

IN MEMORY OF PATRICIA MAG
- Eliot & Kathi Mag

CEMETERY FUND
       IN MEMORY OF HER PARENTS 
       (ROSE MICHAELS REVZON, STANTON REVZON, 
              RONALD MICHAELS)
 - Sarah Louis Michaels
 - Ira & Sally Henowitz
- Martin Keibel & Joan W. Feldman
- Sarah Michaels



Wethersfield Life wrote about Rabbi Alan







Jeffrey Berg forwarded a note to TBT 
written by Steven Beckerman, advising 

that Steven’s dad, 
Stuart Beckerman, 

passed on Wednesday morning.

Stu was a former President at TBT, and will 
most certainly be remembered fondly 

by our members that were part of 
the TBT family at that time.

Our condolences to the 
extended Beckerman family.  

May your many memories of 
Stu be a blessing for you.



Hartford Courant obituary
Stuart Beckerman, of Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida passed 
away on September 22, 2021, one day before his 87th 
birthday. He is survived by his wife of 65 years, Estelle; 
sons Steven (Nancy) Beckerman of Oldsmar, Florida, Da-
vid Beckerman of Cheshire, Connecticut, and Douglas 
(Maureen) Beckerman of Franklin, Massachusetts; Grand-
children Adam Beckerman, Kari Beckerman Faber (Yona-
than), Ashley Beckerman, Brian Beckerman (Moriah), and 
Jamie Beckerman and Great Grandson Noah Faber.
      Born and raised in Brooklyn, New York, he relocated 
with his young family to Glastonbury, Connecticut where 
he practiced Civil Engineering for more than 40 years be-
fore retiring to Ponte Vedra Beach in 2000. Stuart was an 
active tennis player and former president of both Beth El 
Synagogue in Ponte Vedra Beach and Temple Beth To-
rah in Wethersfield, Connecticut. He was a lifelong New 
York Giants fan. Family was most important and he cher-
ished celebrating every milestone with them. Funeral Ser-
vices were held September 24th at Beth El Synagogue, 288 
North Roscoe Blvd, Ponte Vedra Beach. In lieu of flowers 
the family asked that donations be made in his name to 
Beth El Synagogue. Arrangements by Hardage-Giddens 
Oaklawn Chapel, 4801 San Jose Blvd., Jacksonville. 



An Insight To A Past President

It is with great sadness that we learned of the passing of Stuart 
“Stu” Beckerma of Ponte Verde, Florida. 

Stu was past president of TBT and was a civil engineer. 

Among his many other duties as a leader of our small 
congregation he was instrumental in the renovation 

of the social hall, classrooms and rest rooms.
 

TBT is fortunate over the years to have had 
good leadership by its members.

He  lived in Glastonbury with wife Estelle and four sons who 
were all Bar Mitzvahed and trained in our religious school. 

The school had an enrollment of 
some forty students and four teachers. 

Often Stu would lead congregation services. 

And you could catch him nailing, sawing and painting 
around the building.

 
Steve Beckerman’s son  

conducted high holy day services several times.

Your work is finished here, go in peace and refreshment. 
We’ll talk later. 

Harold



Remembering 2008 Yard Crew
        Elliot Mag
            Barry Schlein
                Bruce Kaplan
                    Ralph Horowitz
                        Ernie Ferrebee

Photograph by Phil Lohman



Rabbi: Alan Lefkowitz
Co-Presidents: 
     Deb Hammer, Dave Forrest and Vice president Barry Goldberg
Financial Secretary, Sallyanne Scott
Corresponding Secretary for Donations, 
       and Gardening: Kathi Mag
Recording Secretary: Carol Gershenson 
Membership and Publicity Chairperson: Karen Klein
Treasurer and Memorial Park Director: Barry Goldberg 
High Holidays Committee: Rabbi Alan Lefkowitz,    
    David Forrest, Harold Nevins, Fred London, Carol Gershenson, 
     Sallyanne Scott, Kathi Mag, Yoelit Hiebert, Ellen Sue Moses
       and Deb Hammer
Friday Night Announcements: Deb Ehrlich
Adult Education and Book Club: Ellen Sue Moses
The Star Newsletter: Phil Lohman, Micki Bellamy, Deb Hammer
Ways and Means: Judy Gold and Helene Rosenblatt
Building Consultants: Dave Forrest, Phil Lohman, 
        Kathi Mag and Gary Evans
Torah Study, Building Rentals, and Webmaster: Deb Hammer
Rabbi Emeritus: Seth Riemer

US



The Sukkah commemorates the Israelites time 
spent in the wilderness, after being freed 
from slavery in Egypt. Come sit a while! 

Gary Evans:  Master Sukkah Builder!



    It isn’t easy to find a real estate 
agent with Maureen’s combination 
of skills, strengths and experience. 
     You will want to call her when-
ever you or someone you know is considering buying 
or selling a home.  Maureen is a full-time, hard-working 
professional real estate agent.

MAUREEN HOROWITZ
ABR, GRI, SRES, REALTOR

Licensed in Connecticut since 2002

411 Naubuc Avenue
Glastonbury, CT 06033

860.205.9678
MaureenHorowitz.Agnelli@gmail.com

    Maureen says, “The highest compliment you can 
give me is recommending me to a friend or family 
member.  Your satisfaction is my top priority.”

PAID ADVERTISEMENT


